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Time

Date

5:30 p.m.

10/17/90

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

City Council Chambers
735 Eighth Street South
Naples, Florida 33940

Mayor Crawford called the meeting to order and presided:

VOTE

ROLL CALL: Present:

ITEM I

Alden R. Crawford, Jr.,
Mayor

William E. Barnett
R. Joseph Herms
Paul W. Muenzer
John M. Passidomo
Fred L. Sullivan,

Councilmen

A

COUNCIL
MEMBERS

0

0
0

0

Absent: Mira Anderson,
Counci/man

R/so Present:
Franklin C. Jones,

City Manager
David W. Rynders,
City Attorney

.Ann Walker,
Planner II

Jodie O'Drisco/l,
Recording Secretary

John Cole,
Chief Planner

Jon C. Stalger, Ph. 0.,
Natural Res. Mgr.

Micha r- Fernandez,
Pia. 2r lir

George Henderson,
Sergeant-At-Arms

See Supplemental Attendance List - Attachment 41.

* * *	 ***

---ORD/NANCE NO. :90-	 /TEM a

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE
DEVELOPMENT CODE; LIMITING THE HEIGHT OF
BUILDINGS ON COMMERCIALLY ZONED PROPERTY
WHICH IS ADJACENT TO OR ACROSS THE
STREET FROM SINGLE FAMILY ZONING;
EL/MINATING BUS TERMINALS,	 CHURCHES,
PLANT NURSERIES, AND SCHOOLS AND
COLLEGES AS PERMITTED USES IN GENERAL
COMMERCIAL ZONING; CLARIFYING USES
ALLOWED /PI TRANSITIONAL CONSERVATION
LANDS; LOWER/NG THE PERMITTED HEIGHT OF
GROUND SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS;
AND ADOPTING SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR
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RSSESSMENT	 OF	 DEVELOPMENTS	 OF
_IGNIFICRNT	 ENVIRONMENTRL	 IMPRCT;	 RND

RERDOPTING THE COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT
CODE	 WITH	 MINOR	 CLRRIFY/NG	 LRNGURGE
CHANGES;	 RND	 PROVIDING	 RN	 EFFECTIVE
DATE.	 PURPOSE:	 TO	 RMEND	 THE
COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT	 CODE TO	 MRKE
REOUIRED	 CHRNGES	 RECOMMENDED	 BY	 THE
PLRNNING RDVISORY BORRD.

Title read by City Rttorney RynderE.

PUBLIC HERRING:	 Opened:	 n:47 p.m.
Closed:	 6:07s" p.m.

Cnier Planner Cole adviEed tnat tnere were Eeveral
items	 relative	 to	 tne	 propoEed	 ordinance	 ror
Council'E consideration:	 miEcellaneouE cnanges to
tne ComprenenElve Development Code cIarirying 	 and
amending	 certain	 EectionE;	 Development	 or
Signiricant Environmental	 Impact	 MSEI)	 criteria;
and	 blanket	 readoption	 or	 tne	 Comprenensive
Development Code witn	 tne propoEed cnanges.	 Mr.
Cole tnen reviewed tne proposed cnanges in deptn.

Mayor crawrord	 pointed	 out	 'Mat	 tniE	 was	 the
Eecond readino	 or	 the propoEed	 ordinance	 under
consideration.

Councilman Barnett aEked tnat since tie matter 	 or
sign neight	 naE	 become EC, 	 controversial,	 starr
subEtantiate wmy	 tnat	 particular cnange	 was	 EC,
important.	 cnier	 Planner	 Cole	 e ..:piained	 tnat
during tne Planning RdviEory Board	 r-'cIE1)	 review or
the proposed ordinance,	 it was	 tneir beIler,	 aE
well as Etarr'E,	 tnat to	 maintain tne	 cnaracter
and	 ambience	 or	 tne	 community,	 tne	 permitted
30-root neignt ror a	 pole Eign was exceEsive	 and
EnouId be reduced.

City	 Manager	 ioneE	 pointed	 out	 tnat	 at	 tne
council"E discretion,	 it could remove the proposed
neignt	 'imitation rrcm	 t.-3e ordinance,	 as it	 had
tne	 Epatial	 perception	 study,	 ror	 rurtner
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discussion at a ruture workshop session. The only
situation that might arise rrom that action, he
continued, would be new signs erected to the
current 30-root height between now and rinaI
consideration.

Mr. Don Dyer or 4na Ridge Drive, owner or Rod and
Rudder, asked Council to reconsider reducing the
current height limitation ror pole signs as such
action would not only no a hardship ror business
owners, but could cause problems in receiving
goods rrom tractor-trailers. Many or those
vehicles are at a minimum or 14 feet and wou/d not
be able to clear a lower pole sign.

Mr. Edwin M. Bruce or 631z) Orchid Drive, owner or

Eagle Liquors, also urged Council to remove the
proposed height limitation rrom the ordinance
noting a hardship because his existing sign is
solid concrete and t.1'5 to 40 years old.

Mrs. Barbara Bruce, another owner or Eagle
Liquors, concurred and asked Council to consider
*randrathering" existing signs at the current

root height limitation.

Mr. Philip C. Morse, Jr., or 13ak? Bald Eagle
Drive, owner or Boat Haven, also spoke in
opposition to the proposed height limitation ror
pole signs. He said that rour years ago when
Council reduced the size or allowable signs, he
had to expend several thousand dollars to meet
that requirement,	 and it	 would be	 another
rinancial strain to now again reduce the height.
He also expressed some concern relative to
visibility ir the height or the signs were reduced
rrom 20 to 0.0-reet.

Ms. Carol Lynn 14:enda11 or 4'.3r, Galleon Drive asked
ror c/arirication relative to the elimination or

bus terminals and schools and colleges as
permitted uses. Chier Planner Cole explained that
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those	 uses	 were,	 =.till	 allowed	 in	 certain

di =.trict =. ,	 but	 only	 as	 conditional	 uses	 which

provide	 the =.tarr and PnB	 a vehicle by which	 to
review their appropriateness.

Kozmo	 Veni„	 owner	 of	 000dlette	 self	 Storage,
advi =.ed that	 he	 had to	 build	 his sign	 to	 the
exi =.ting zo-root height 	 limitation because or	 the
location or	 Florida,	 Power;.1, Light	 WPL)	 power
line =.,	 =.o	 tne proposed	 ordinance would	 place	 a
severe hardship on him.

Based	 on	 comments	 by	 the	 previous	 speakers,
Councilman	 Barnett	 said	 that	 he	 be/loved	 the
proposed height reduction would create a	 hardship
on the	 property	 owners.	 He	 suggested	 that	 ir
Council wanted to im2le3ent this reguirement L that 
the	 existing	 signs	 be	 grandfathered	 for	 the
current	 2roperties	 until 	 such	 time 	 as	 the
businesses nave been sold. 	 Clty Rttorney	 Rynders
advised	 it	 would	 be	 difficult	 to	 continually
monitor property transfers, 	 but believed that	 it
could be done	 ir that was	 Council's desire.	 He
further pointed out that Council could 'also extend
the amortization schedule from 3	 to n, or even	 7
years.

Councilman Sullivan	 .a Id	 that he	 could	 =.upport
grandratmering	 the	 existing	 signs,	 but	 not
amortization.	 "These	 are	 dlrricult	 times,-	 he
said,	 "or economic	 hardship and uncertainty, 	 and
the proposed	 amortization or	 signs could	 create
financial hardship for many business owner=.."

Councilman Muenzer concurred, 	 pointing out that if
rand fathered signs	 were removed /	renovated,	 or

knocked down by either natural or other mean=„ 	 the
property owner could	 then be made	 to conform	 to
the LA)-root height limitation,

"councilman Herms said that 	 he had con=.tructed	 a
assrl-foot pole	 by which	 to measure	 a sampling	 or
signs	 to .	 determine	 approximately	 how	 many
businesses	 would	 be	 affected	 by	 the	 proped
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ordinance.- Plfter randomly measuring signs along
U.S. 41 and Ooodlette-Frank Road, he said that he
was amazed at how many signs would be
non-conforming, and further said that he did not
believe a sign at EE, a4 or even a6 reet in height
was excessive or aesthetically displeasing.

Referring then to another change in the amount or
rootage ror free-standing pole signs to be
increased to a minimum or Iari feet away from the
street, Councilman Herms pointed out that many
properties along U. S. 41 did not have more than 7n
reet of street frontage and would, therefore, not
be allowed to place a pole sign on their property.
This could create an extreme financial hardship
ror the business owner., he said.

Councilman Passidomo said that while he did not
believe the height reduction was excessive, he
could not support the proposed change as he did
not believe Council had enough information to make
an appropriate decision. This proposed amendment,
he continued, should be reviewed to determine the
benefits which the public would --,ceive by its
implementation.

Discussion then ensued relative to plant nurseries
being conditional uses. councilman Herms
questioned the logic or this action. Planner IX
Walker explained that because the Code does not
allow display or merchandise outside an enclosed
building, Council would be able to permit them as
conditional uses.

Councilman Herms then asked lr DSEI requirements
would be placed on all parcels or rive acres or
more. Natural Resources Manager Stainer advised
that DsEI requirements would only be used in the
property contained environmentally sensitive /and
such as wetlands or conservation zoned areas.
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MOTION: To PDOPT the ordinance at second reading
deleting the section relative to signs.
The sign provisions sha/1 be reviewed by
Council at an upcoming workshop session
for further discussion and consideration.

CORRESPONDENCE FIND COMMUNICRTIONS: None.

Anderson X
Barnett
Herms
Muenzer X	 X
Passidomo
Sullivan
Crawford

(6-0)

VOTE

•

Jane Cason
City Cler;

OJc Lell

RDJOURN: 6:4Z p.m.

RLDEN R. CRRWFORD, JR.,
Mayor

die 01Dr-isco11
Recording Secretary

These minutes or the Nap/es City Counci/ were

424-f-&214-W 
I 9-4 / 9 94approved on



Attachment #1

SUPPLEMENTAL ATTENDANCE LIST 

Don Dyer
	

Carol Lynn Kendall
	

Edwin Bruce
Barbara Bruce
	

Phillip Morse
	

Ray Hill
John Remington
	

Kozmo Veni
	

Ann Colabrese

Other interested citizens and visitors.

NEWS MEDIA 

Jerry Pugh, Palmer TV 10
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